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Rev. Janet R. Doyle 
Elmer Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 
Communion Sunday 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 
 
Sermon: Never Give Up 
 
 It has been fun to watch the Phillies get to the World Series. It is 
amazing really to see where they were in the beginning of the season 
and now winning the National League Championship, and as I write 
this, still playing in the World Series. It is exciting to watch and 
encouraging to all Philly fans. The Phillies baseball season is a lesson 
to us about life. NEVER GIVE UP! No matter how difficult life can get, 
and no matter how far behind you are or feel, God says to us, “Never 
Give Up!” 

 Mistakes may be made, but “Never Give Up.” Comebacks are 
possible because forgiveness in life is possible. God forgives us, 
restores us and we are new creations. Remember God wipes clean 
our past and we start fresh.   

 Miracles can happen. The unexpected, the “miraculous” can 
occur. Teams come from behind, upsets happen, and victory occurs. 
One of baseball’s most famous moments was the home run by Bobby 
Thomson to win the 1951 World Series for the New York Giants, the 
“shot heard round the world.” As Yogi Berra put it, “It ain’t over ‘til it’s 
over.”  So, too, in our lives. Life can change in a moment with the help 
of God moving in our lives. What seems “upside down” becomes “right 
side up” in a moment with God. God can change a situation, a person, 
or a relationship, turning our lives into a totally new direction.  In a 
minute, new life can emerge. This is the work of God in our lives.  

 Baseball can remind us of the need for teamwork in our life and 
the need for the Body of Christ to work together when life is difficult 
and to encourage each other to “never give up.”  

 Our scripture passage from 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 speaks to us of 
the struggle of life and, at the same time, the ultimate victory if we 
never give up and we keep our eyes “on the things that cannot be 
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seen, for the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we 
cannot see will last forever.” 

 “In every way we are troubled, but not crushed, frustrated but not 
in despair, persecuted but not abandoned, struck down but not 
destroyed.  We are always carrying around the death of Jesus in our 
bodies, so that the life of Jesus may be clearly shown in our 
bodies.”  Christians see life from an unearthly perspective. 

 There was a teacher who said that Thomas Edison was, “too 
stupid to learn.” And of course, there was Albert Einstein’s teacher who 
said that little Albert was, “mentally slow, unsociable and adrift forever 
in his foolish dreams.” Then there was the Decca Records executive 
that rejected the Beatles because they wouldn’t amount to anything 
and the newspaper editor who fired Walt Disney because he lacked 
ideas. Then there were the Disney executives who rejected Star Wars, 
claiming it would flop at the box office. These are some of the people 
who never gave up when faced with opposition and difficulty.  

 REMEMBER: “We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we 
are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are 
hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, 
but we are not destroyed.” 

 Alexander Whyte, an old Scottish preacher, once said, “Christians 
fall down, they get up, they fall down, they get up. All the way to 
heaven.”  

 What the Apostle Paul is teaching the Corinthian Christians and 
us in this passage is that what we suffer here for the moment is 
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison.  What we suffer now can’t be compared to the glory of 
heaven that awaits us so we should never give up! 

 The Apostle Paul knew what it was like to suffer for Christ and not 
give up his hope and faith in Jesus. Five times Paul was whipped or 
given 39 lashes; three times he was beaten with clubs; once he was 
stoned; three times he was shipwrecked; he faced dangers unknown; 
he knew hunger and thirst, and fatigue and knew the burden of care for 
the young believers and the young churches. Paul suffered for Christ 
and endured much for the spreading of the Gospel of Christ. Paul 
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almost lost his life, but when you lose your life for Christ you find life in 
Christ.  

 Our calling in life isn’t to be a success, but it is to be a faithful 
disciple willing to suffer for the Gospel.  Our reward is not a trophy or a 
Super Bowl Ring but to enter into the glory of heaven with our Savior. 

 In the midst of hardships and suffering, Paul continued to work 
harder, and he kept trying, and he kept getting up when he was 
pushed down, and he kept moving forward by faith, trusting in his 
Savior during the suffering and the trials. 

 Life has its difficulties and pain, but Paul says this short time of 
persecution and hardship teaches us things we can’t learn any other 
way. The secret of survival in this life is where we fix our eyes. 

 “So, we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix 
our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will 
soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.” 

 Paul says the secret to survival in the trials of life is to focus on 
the unseen. At first using them to teach us, to deepen our faith and 
character and to prepare us for something eternal. 

 When life feels like it is crashing down around us, it is hard to look 
past the trouble.  When these troubles are so overwhelming, it is hard 
to believe that they are temporary.  So how do we learn to focus on 
what we can’t see?  How do we keep going and never give up? 

 First, focus on Jesus. He faced suffering and won the victory for 
us. Cling to his promises and believe him when he tells us that those 
who trust him will live even though they die. If we remember who is on 
our side and live believing that nothing can defeat us, we will know a 
new strength in the time of testing and persecution. 

 Second, hold fast to God’s Word. The Bible contains the record of 
those who dared to follow God in difficult times and saw incredible 
things happen. Remember Moses and the children of Israel when they 
were caught between the pursuing army of Egypt and the Red Sea and 
God used it to demonstrate his limitless power and reminding the 
Israelites that God will always be with them and what looks impossible 
is possible with God. 
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 God has given us His Word to guide us through the maze of life. It 
is like a GPS for life. If we will follow the guidance of the Scriptures 
with the same kind of faith we have in our GPS, we would be in good 
shape.  The Psalms can be especially helpful to read and meditate on 
during difficult times of trial and when you feel like giving up.  God will 
encourage you to keep going and to persevere by faith and never give 
up. 

 The President of the organization, Voice of the Martyrs, Cole 
Richards, wrote recently about the persecution of Christians in China. 
He said, “Persecuted Christians in restricted nations have counted the 
cost and considered Christ worthy, so they prayerfully approach each 
day with an obey-at-any-cost mindset. Anchored by an understanding 
of God’s greatness and with their desires fixed on His eternal kingdom, 
they approach life differently from most Christians in free nations. Too 
many Christians in free nations live in fear of those who oppose us 
while worrying about losing the things of this world.  For decades, our 
Chinese Christian family members have boldly, lovingly and humbly 
obeyed Christ, no matter how their government opposed them. When 
their gatherings were made illegal, they held church services anywhere 
necessary to avoid the secret police. And they also prepared for the 
inevitable arrests so that when pastors were imprisoned, others in the 
congregation were ready to take their place. Meanwhile, the 
imprisoned pastors embraced their time in jail as a new ministry 
assignment from the Lord: They simply continued their work.  

Today, the Chinese Communist Party has arrayed a horrifying 
technological apparatus against Christians. Hundreds of millions of 
facial recognition cameras help track believers’ whereabouts and 
create a digital record used to punish them for their so-called disloyal 
and illegal activities. Their response to this heightened surveillance has 
been the same as their response to previous threats and attacks. They 
simply continue in obedience with joyful hearts, having counted the 
cost and considered Christ worthy of any price they must pay.  Are we, 
our families, and our churches ready to respond to opposition in a 
likewise manner?  If not, then we are not prepared for persecution.”  

 James 1:2-4 says, “When troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your 



Page 5 of 6 

faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for 
when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and 
complete, needing nothing.” 

Verse 12 of James Chapter 1 says, “God blesses those who 
patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” 

 Believe it or not there is something powerful that happens in you 
and through you when you experience trials and suffering. God’s 
power is at work in the world with those who are suffering for their 
belief in Christ.   

 There is a story about a pastor in Nigeria, Elijah, whom God 
called to serve him. He grew up in a polygamous family that practiced 
idol worship, and his grandfather was the village witchdoctor. Elijah 
was called to serve a church in an area with a militant Islamist group 
that carries out almost daily attacks on Christians. Elijah continues to 
face persecution as he ministers in his community. 

 Another pastor in Nigeria, Emmanuel, was kidnapped with his 
wife and mother-in-law by Islamic militants. They burst into their home 
and led them deep into the forest. They finally let his wife and mother-
in-law go, but not before hurting them and took Emmanuel captive. 
They severely beat him almost to death because he was a pastor and 
because they saw him praying. Emmanuel trusted God to sustain him 
through whatever the militants had planned. He said, “I had faith that 
God was there with me, and I prayed constantly. If not for the help of 
God, I would have been beaten to death. If not for God’s grace, I would 
have died.” Emmanuel was finally released after a month. Emmanuel's 
message to all is: “Depend on God in every situation.” Emmanuel and 
his wife continue to serve the church in Nigeria. 

 There are four statements to remember and hold on to from this 
passage of 2 Corinthians for our lives as believers that we can share 
with others that are also going through a difficult time: 

1. Pressure will not defeat us: 

 The pressures of life may squeeze us, but we are not crushed. 
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2. Confusion will not discourage us: 

Life has a way of throwing us a curve ball now and then, but we 
will not be discouraged, and we will never give up. Even if we are 
confused, Jesus is not confused. 

3. Opposition will not deter us: 

Remember, we are not abandoned by God. We are not left to 
stand alone because Jesus promised us, “I am with you always.” 

It isn’t about what we do, but it is about what Jesus does through 
us. 

4. Hard hits will not destroy us. 

 

 Rev. Tim Keller, pastor and author says, “we need a theology of 
suffering if we are going to reach this generation. If Christians are truly 
the light of the world, when is the light most likely to be seen? In the 
bright sun of midday or in the darkness of the night? We are the light of 
the world 24 hours a day. But our testimony given in the midst of 
hardship and sorrow will resonate more loudly because it comes at 
midnight. Anyone can sing when the sun is shining but if you can still 
sing at midnight, the world will hear you in a different way.” 

 If you follow Jesus, you will face suffering, trouble, distress and 
persecution. The Lord will be glorified by the way you respond to your 
trials. Things in life threaten to strike us down so it is critical to refocus 
our attention on God and remember that He alone is our source of 
strength. It is only by God’s power, and not our own, that we can be 
“struck down, but not destroyed.” The world may wound us, but it 
cannot destroy us because our future is certain with Jesus Christ and 
that is why we “NEVER GIVE UP.” 
  
 


