
Page 1 of 2 

Rev. Janet Doyle 
4th Sunday in Advent 
December 18, 2022 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-15 
 
Sermon: Be Born in Us Today: Bringing Glory 
 
 The accounts of Jesus’ birth in the gospels include a number of 
references to angels, often referred to by us now as the Christmas 
angels. You may wonder about the prevalence of angelic beings in the 
story of Jesus’ birth and their significance in Scripture. The Christmas 
angels were heavenly beings sent by God to deliver the news of Jesus’ 
conception and birth.  Angels are not unique to the Christmas story 
and actually appear throughout scripture.  From the beginning of 
Scripture, angels are introduced as early as Genesis 2:1. 

 Specifically, in the Christmas story, we read of angelic events. An 
angel appeared to Joseph in a dream to tell him the news of Mary.  An 
angel appeared to Mary. An angel appeared to shepherds keeping 
watch over their sheep to tell them the good news of the birth of Jesus. 
Heavenly hosts who were praising God came along with the angel who 
appeared to the shepherds.  Finally, another angel, Gabriel, is 
mentioned by name in the Christmas story. Gabriel and Michael are 
the only two angels that have names in the Bible. 

 In the birth narrative of Jesus, it states that heavenly hosts joined 
the angels who visited the shepherds keeping watch. Specifically, 
these heavenly hosts worshiped and praised God when they came to 
the shepherds declaring, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 God sent his angels to the shepherds to share the good news of 
Jesus’ birth. The angels appearing to the shepherds was an indication 
of Jesus’ humble birth. He was born in a meager stable beside 
animals, he was laid in a manger, and the good news of his birth was 
told first to shepherds.  

 Humble circumstances surrounded Jesus’ birth, which was fitting 
for the Son of God who would lead a ministry that was marked by 
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sacrificial love, servanthood, and surrendering to the Father’s will to 
bring glory to his Father. 

 The angels sing while they visit the shepherds because they are 
announcing God and giving him the glory he is due.  

 Giving Glory and praise is what the angels do. It is their nature to 
worship God and bring him glory.  

 Angels are significant to the Christmas story because Jesus’ birth 
was like none other. Angels are powerful and present at miracles and 
something truly miraculous happened that night when Jesus took on 
human form as a baby boy. The presence of angels served as 
confirmation to the miraculous nature of Jesus’ conception, and birth, 
and the arrival of the King of kings and the Lord of lords. The 
Incarnation of God coming in human flesh. Immanuel, God with us.  

 The angels, from Gabriel to the heavenly host praising God, fill us 
with wonder, excitement, hope and joy this Fourth Sunday in Advent.  

 With the birth of our Savior we have been invited to behold God’s 
glory. We gather here today expecting to encounter God’s glory, which 
is revealed to us in Jesus.  

 Let us join the angelic choir singing: Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 

God reigns on high and God’s glory is revealed so that we might 
gather and offer praise and thanksgiving.  

 May Jesus Christ be born in us today, Bringing Glory to God. 

 As it says in Romans 16: 27 “All glory to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen.” 

 


