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Rev. Janet Doyle 
Elmer Presbyterian Church 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
January 1, 2023 
Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
Sermon: What is Your Gift? 
 
 We know about the shepherds keeping watch by night, and then 
the magi from the east who came to Jerusalem. We know about the 
innkeeper who told Mary and Joseph there wasn’t any room, and we 
know about Herod’s malicious edict to kill the male babies of 
Bethlehem. But then there’s the little drummer boy, the fictitious 
character of the popular Christmas song first recorded in 1955. This 
drummer is, of course, not in the biblical story, but his presence has 
become legendary in our modern Christmas imagination. And we can 
learn from him. 

 The song opens, as the drummer boy narrates, with the magi 
inviting him to join their journey to see Jesus. The drummer boy agrees 
to come along, and eventually the little drummer boy is gathered 
around the young baby Jesus, acknowledging his poverty, admitting he 
has no gift to bring that’s really fit for a king. But he does have this 
drum. And so he asks, “Shall I play for you?” To which Mary nods her 
approval, and then the drummer boy plays for the baby, and plays his 
best. Then Jesus smiles, as it says in the song. 

 The drummer boy offers this newborn King all that he could–
himself. Even though we know this isn’t historical, we know it could 
have happened. His fellow travelers were carrying beautiful boxes filled 
with precious gifts, gifts worthy of a king; gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  

 Gold represents his universal authority. He is King of kings and 
Lord of lords! The gold symbolized Jesus as King and we are his 
subjects. King Herod forced obedience and compliance with his rule. 
Jesus doesn’t force himself on us, but he wants to have Lordship in our 
lives. Have you given him the gift of your complete loyalty and 
obedience? 
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 Frankincense represents his perfection. Jesus is the God-man, 
the sinless person of Jesus, his divinity and his humanity together. 
Jesus is our great High Priest. Incense was used by priests in temple 
worship. Jesus is our intercessor, our mediator before God. He is our 
avenue to forgiveness. He is the doorway to God the Father. He is 
always interceding for us. Jesus is the go-between, between us and 
God. Jesus is the Word made flesh, the “image of God.”  As the magi 
did, we also need to come before Jesus, kneel and worship him. 

 From Hebrews 4:14-16 we read, “Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a High 
Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.” Our gift to Jesus here is our worship, to honor him as 
God, the one through whom we have life and existence, as well as 
hope and salvation. 

 Myrrh, represents Jesus’ generosity, symbolizing his purpose to 
die for our sin. From 1 Timothy 2:6 we read about Jesus Christ, “who 
gave himself as a ransom for all.”  Myrrh was used to anoint dead 
bodies for burial. This gift is also a symbol for Christ’s sacrificial death. 
Right at the beginning of the story we see the cross anticipated. Christ 
ultimately would give the gift of himself. His death would bring us life. 
This speaks to us how we are called to bring Jesus the gifts of service 
and sacrifice.  We are called to serve. We serve Christ through our 
gifts of time and energy and financial gifts. We serve Christ when we 
serve one another. We serve Christ when we give sacrificially of 
ourselves; a costly discipleship—to give the gift of ourselves to those 
around us. 

 So gold speaks of his royalty, frankincense speaks of his 
righteousness, and myrrh speaks of his redemption for all humankind. 

We can identify with this little boy, can’t we? In reality, we have nothing 
of great worth to give Jesus. What could we give Him that could ever 
be enough? We can only give to God what we can—give to God what 
he has put into our hands.  
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 A pastor named, Dr. Herschel Hobbs, once said, “Retrace in your 
mind the long, dusty hot miles of the Magi as with them you follow ‘His 
Star.’  Exult with them as the star leads you to the house where the 
Kingly Babe lies in a cradle. Kneel with them in worship as before him 
you lay the gold of your dedication, the frankincense of your prayers, 
and the myrrh of your life placed upon his altar, suffering and dying 
unto self that you may ever live with and for Him.” 

 So Jesus, in this new year ahead, expects from you this 
Christmas Gold of obedience, the Frankincense of worship, and 
the Myrrh of sacrifice. 

 Let us give Jesus our life, our very soul this New Year’s Day. 
What gift do you have to give to the King of kings? If God has blessed 
you financially, then give to the ministry of the Lord. If acts of service 
are what you have to offer, then do things for others in this new year. If 
you are a teacher, then do your best to teach others entrusted to you. 
If you have the gift of encouragement, then encourage others through 
phone calls, cards, and prayers for others. If your gift is hospitality, 
then invite others into your home and serve them. The Body of Christ 
must work together with all our gifts and talents in this new year of 
2023 to build up the Kingdom of God and show others the love of the 
Savior.  

 The Little Drummer Boy gave his heart to God. He played his best 
for the newborn King – he gave his best.  We always have something 
to offer the King. God has blessed each one of us with many gifts and 
talents to serve the King no matter what age we are, God will use us.  

Think of ways that you can bless others around you this new year of 
2023 in the Name of Jesus. You can give money to help our church 
and many other organizations, but God also wants you to give of 
yourself and to give your heart to him.  

 Just like Jesus smiled at the Little Drummer Boy when he played 
for Jesus at the manger, think of Jesus smiling at you when you are 
giving your best for Jesus in this new year.  

 One Christmas hymn, “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” has a verse that 
says, “What can I give him, poor as I am. If I were a shepherd, I would 
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bring a lamb. If I were a wise-man, I would do my part, Yet what can I 
give Him, I can give my heart.” 

 Remember when the Magi met Jesus they laid down their 
treasures and they worshiped him. This story invites each one of us to 
consider what we need to give Jesus. 

 What gifts are you willing to give your King and Savior? How are 
you going to respond to God revealed in Jesus? And for all that he has 
given us, what are we willing to give in return? 

 A great treasure has been presented to us. The King of heaven, 
God’s one and only Son gave His life for us (John 3:16) – The Gold; this 
King became the sacrifice to pay the penalty for our sin (Romans 6:23) 

as He died on the cross – The Frankincense; and He was buried in a 
tomb taking all our sins with Him, and He overcame the tomb when He 
rose from the grave, granting us victory over sin (1 Corinthians 15:54-56) 

– The Myrrh. 

 This great treasure leads to salvation from our sins and to eternal 
life in God’s kingdom. Matthew 13:44 says, “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; 
and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
Salvation and eternal life in God’s kingdom is a valuable treasure, but 
you don’t have to buy it. It’s a free gift. Romans 6:23 tells us, “The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” A gift is not earned, for it is freely given and freely received. 
You just have to reach out and take it. 

 As the Magi presented a great treasure to Jesus, we have 
discovered a great treasure in God’s Word that is promised to all who 
believe in Him as Lord and Savior. It is a free gift; and therefore, I want 
to encourage you to reach out and receive the most awesome gift you 
could ever be given – the treasure of salvation and eternal life in God’s 
kingdom. You can depart from this place today in another direction, 
just like the Magi, forever changed.  

 Romans 10:9 tells us how to receive this treasure: “If you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” We have received the 
gift of eternal life. What is your gift to the King of kings in 2023? 
 


