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Rev. Janet R. Doyle 
Elmer Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 
Scripture: Luke 2:41-52 
 
Sermon: Searching For Jesus 
 

 Home Alone is a well-known Christmas movie. Kevin Macalister, a 
precocious 8-year-old, is doing his best to get some attention in a 
house full of relatives. Everyone is busy around the house packing 
their bags for tomorrow’s big trip to Paris, where they will spend 
Christmas. Eventually, Kevin is sent to bed by his mother for bad 
behavior, in the attic of all places because the house is filled to the 
brim with people and stuff. Right before climbing the steps he looks his 
mother straight in the eye and wishes he never had to see his family 
again. The next morning, he wakes up alone, to a quiet house. I made 
my family disappear, he whispers, and then proceeds to celebrate 
eating a banana split and watching movies he isn’t supposed to watch. 
Things get a bit more serious when a pair of robbers show up and try 
to rob his home thinking everyone is away for Christmas.   

Kevin’s mother feels like she forgot something when she is sitting on 
the plane. They did a head count before they left the house, but a 
neighbor boy was counted as Kevin, and his mother yells out his name 
on the plane, realizing that Kevin had never been woken up in the attic 
and was now home alone. “How in the world could something like this 
ever happen?” you ask as a good parent. It is a scary thing to not know 
where your child is and to lose sight of them. Has it ever happened to 
you? Or to someone you know? In today’s world we need to keep our 
eyes on our children. 

Today’s scripture reading marks the first and last story of Jesus, not as 
an infant, but as a young boy. In our scripture lesson today, Jesus is 
twelve years old, and the family has traveled to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of the Passover, as was their custom every year.  

The Passover was the most important festival in the Jewish year. It 
celebrated God’s rescue of his people from slavery in Egypt–the 
Exodus. 
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You remember that Pharaoh, King of Egypt, would not let the Israelites 
go even after God had sent many plagues on the land of Egypt.  Then 
God told his people to kill a lamb, one lamb for each household, and to 
paint the blood on the lintel and doorposts of their house. They were to 
stay in the house that night, to eat the lamb in haste with unleavened 
bread and to be clothed and packed, ready to leave Egypt. God was 
coming down in judgment that night. The firstborn in every Egyptian 
household would be struck dead. Only the Israelites sheltering under 
the sign of the shed blood of the lamb would be spared. Pharaoh let 
the Israelites finally go, and at last they were freed from slavery and 
were on their way to the promised land. Every year the Israelites 
celebrate the day God had rescued them from slavery and foreign 
domination. Every year Jewish families would travel and make their 
way to Jerusalem to celebrate together. Every year they would pray 
that God would come and free them from the power of the Romans 
and establish his kingdom on earth.  

Each year, Jesus’ family travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate and to 
worship God. They took pride in their Jewish faith and rejoiced in all 
that God had done for his people. This was the year Jesus had turned 
12, the age when a child was to become a man and have his Bat 
mitzvah.  Jesus travelled in the company of his parents, relatives and 
friends from Nazareth to Jerusalem to rejoice in all that God had done 
for his people over the years.  

This is the gospel story of a young Jesus as he stands on the threshold 
between childhood and manhood.  Mary and Joseph have the 
awesome responsibility to raise Jesus, a child fully human yet fully 
divine. Sometimes I think they forgot that as parents, especially when 
they were searching for Jesus in this story. 

The scripture says, “After the festival was over, while his parents were 
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 
were unaware of it. Thinking Jesus was in their company, they 
travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him.” 

Mary and Joseph had not seen Jesus on the first day’s journey out of 
Jerusalem, but this would not have seemed strange to them. They 
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assumed he was with his cousins and other relatives. When they 
camped for the night and searched for him, they realized they could 
not find him. They decided to go back to Jerusalem, another day’s 
journey, to search for Jesus.  

Jesus had spent these three days in the Temple courts. He was with 
the teachers of the law, the Scribes, listening to them and asking them 
questions.  He was responding to their questions or to their answers to 
him. It says in the scripture “Everyone who heard him was amazed at 
his understanding and his answers.” 

What was Jesus talking about? Luke does not tell us, but I am sure he 
was talking about his Father and the Law. Jesus was respectful to the 
authority, and all were amazed at his understanding and maturity of his 
answers. Even Mary and Joseph were astonished at what they heard 
and saw when they finally found him after their search. 

Mary’s three-day search for her son was full of anxiety and guilt and 
finally relief. I’m sure Mary was like the mother in the movie Home 
Alone that hugged her son when she returned home. But Mary was a 
bit angry with Jesus for not telling them he was staying behind. “Son,” 
she says, “why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been anxiously searching for you.” She doesn’t say, “We are sorry we 
left you behind,” because she assumed he had been with other family 
members.  Jesus had never been lost. Mary and Joseph were the ones 
who were lost. Jesus knew what he was supposed to do. Mary blames 
Jesus for her anxiety and wonders why Jesus treated them this way.  

But note Jesus’ reply, (v49) “Why were you searching for me? Didn’t you 
know I had to be about my Father’s business?” Jesus gently reminds 
his mother that God is his Father. The twelve-year-old Jesus has a 
growing awareness of who he is—the Son of God came from heaven 
to save his people from their sins. He has a growing realization of his 
calling, at this young age, to be obedient to the Father's call upon his 
life and what this will involve in the years to come. Jesus would learn 
carpentry work from Joseph, but he was also beginning to learn the 
business of his heavenly Father. This was the business that would 
change the course of his life and the course of the world. This was only 
the beginning of his time in the temple conversing with the leaders of 
Israel and amazing all who heard him. 
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Being about his Father’s business will take him to the agony of 
Gethsemane and his prayer of submission, “Father…not my will but 
yours be done.” (Luke 22:42) It took him to the cross, for he was the Lamb 
of God whose blood will take away the sins of the world. 

When Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the temple they didn’t find a 
child but a young man. Jesus knew the Law of Moses and was 
debating the scholars. Jesus had moved on from being a child to a 
young man who spoke with authority. Jesus was developing his 
relationship with God in his Father’s House. Mary and Joseph needed 
to turn around in their journey and in their thinking of Jesus from now 
on, for as they searched, they found him in the temple where he had 
been all along. Jesus was in his Father’s House. 

Why don’t people look for Jesus in his Father’s House? Mary and 
Joseph were searching for Jesus in the wrong places. Many people in 
the world are searching for answers to life’s difficult questions in the 
wrong places and miss finding God. They need to turn their lives 
around and find God in the place of worship. Many people are going in 
the wrong direction in life—away from God.  

Are you or someone you know searching in the wrong places for God 
or headed in the wrong direction?  We are the ones lost without Jesus, 
just like Mary and Joseph were lost without Jesus.  

As our faith grows and matures, our ability to see God and hear God 
grows as well. Becoming a Disciple of Jesus Christ is our most 
important journey on earth. It is a journey towards God. This is a 
spiritual journey, and it starts with finding Jesus and ending our search 
there. Finding Jesus makes us strong in mind, body and soul. 

This morning I invite you to consider where you are on that journey. 
Maybe you’re just starting out. Maybe you haven’t even started yet. 
Maybe you have been journeying with Jesus for years, but somehow 
your relationship with God has grown stale, and you feel like you are 
searching for something to fulfill you. The Good News is that Jesus is 
right where he’s supposed to be; in his Father’s House, waiting for you 
to find him.  

Following Jesus means that, like him, we must be devoted to doing the 
Father’s will, being about the Father’s business as well.  
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Psalm 27:4 says, “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze 
on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.” 

Why does it take us so long to find Jesus? Like Mary and Joseph, we 
can spend not only three days but our entire lives trying to find Jesus in 
all the wrong places. If we fail to understand who Jesus is and why he 
came we will be searching in all the wrong places like Mary and 
Joseph. 

Our search has ended, and we know where Jesus is. Jesus can be 
found as we worship. Jesus can be found in reading the Bible. Jesus 
can be found in Communion, the breaking of the bread and the sharing 
of the cup and in remembering the cleansing waters of Baptism. Jesus 
can be found in a still small voice or in the prayer of a friend. Jesus can 
be found in the love and fellowship of other believers. Jesus can be 
found as you serve others in his name to build his Kingdom. Jesus can 
be found as you laugh and cry with others.  

The Lord has promised he will never leave us nor forsake us. Rejoice! 
Today, you have found Jesus. 

 


